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Discovery Walk

1.  Tree Protectors. Hint: They’re only on some trees. More specifically, those 
trees that get hit again and again and again by discs (or frisbees, if that’s 
your name for them).
2.  Sequoia Grove. Hint: It’s found on a high-spot in the park, in a gathering 
of 29, with a meandering paved path passing through them. From a dis-
tance, their crowns appear all lined up like a Cirque-du-Soleil tent top. Fun 
fact: The sequoia species is as old as the dinosaurs. But our trees are only 
around 60 years old or so. But do let us know if you ever spot a dinosaur 
living among them. It would have to be very small; we have not spotted one 
yet. Another fun fact: One sequoia removed from our grove to create the 
Chimney Park bridge will one day return to our park as benches.

3. Magic Wand. Hint: It’s metal. Ok, that’s not enough to go by. It’s attached 
to an open book stuck on a pedestal among a small grove of trees. Fun fact: 
Pier Park was used as inspiration and the actual setting for the Grimm fantasy 
drama television series.

4.  A Heron Guarding some Haiku. Hint: Think “seasonal water attraction.” 
You got it. The Splash Pad. An artful presentation that includes nature/water 
haiku from Japanese haiku masters, and an eco-mosaic of Pacific Northwest 
flora and fauna awaits the visitor coming for a quick cool down. 

5. Lightening Tree. Hint: It does NOT look like your typical tree hit by lightning. You know, all exploded or cut in 
half. Instead, after this one took the shallow hit, the steam created from the tree’s moisture and electricity explo-
sion blew off a thin strip of bark that winds down and around the tree. Fun fact: Did you know that there are 100 
lightning strikes around the world each second?

6. World War II Victory Ship Pump. Hint: it has something to do with water, and gets fired up each Summer. Yes! 
It’s Pier Pool’s pump! 130 Victory ships were built in the Portland/Vancouver shipyards during World War II. These 
ships were used to replace the much slower, U-boat target Liberty ships used to transport troops and cargo. Some 
years ago, Pier Pool’s Victory Ship pump was refurbished, but it is still the original Victory Ship pump installed 
when the pool was built. 

7. A Gathering of Doug Fir, Sequoia, Redwood, and Madrone: Which Is Which? Hint: Only three of them are 
super tall. That may be some help, but look at the bark. The bark will give them away, as well as the shape of the 
trunk, and each of their leaves (otherwise known as needles). Fun fact: The name Sequoia comes from Cherokee 
Chief Sequoyah who developed the Cherokee written alphabet in the early 1800s.

8. Grand Fir Heritage Tree. Hint: It’s a true fir. And it’s 167 feet tall. And there’s only one of them in the Park. And it 
has a Heritage Tree plaque on it. You’ll find it! But back to that true fir thing. Douglas Fir, the predominant tree of 
Pier Park, is not a member of the Abies genus like the Grand Fir is, and it’s the Abies genus that makes a tree a true 
fir. Fun fact: Anyone can nominate a tree in Portland as a Heritage Tree, but only the most interesting and impor-
tant are added to the registry.

9. Dream Catcher. Hint: It’s not at eye level, but high above you. It is thought that the Catcher was placed on a 
bough when there used to be a rope-course below the canopy, and then the trees kept growing skyward. Please 
do be careful on the hunt for this treasure, as it’s on a disc-golf fairway (near Summer hole 15, or Winter 16). But if 
you stay on the adjacent walking path that meanders alongside, you will see it, that is, if the wind hasn’t turned it 
sideways, making it harder to spot.

10.  Nature Areas. Hint: There are logs laid out to mark them, and there are a lot of plants growing there. Did you 
know, historically, Portland parks are mowed as basic maintenance? But mowing will not let any new plants grow 
under Pier Park’s tall canopy of mature trees, especially beneficial native plants. Native plants are good for our wa-
tershed, and for the wildlife that visit and live in the park. Pier Park is fortunate to have a horticulturalist who sees 
the need for these nature areas, and works to create them. Fun fact: The logs prevent the mowers from mowing 
these beautiful, growing nature areas.


